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This work by Dr. P.N, Chopra deals with the history of the Indian 
National Congress from its foundation by A. O. Hume in 1885 
upto its chequered long historic struggle ending with the achieve- 
ment of independence in 1947 and its on-going political stance- 
under the stewardships of successive Prime Ministers. The 
numerous events having deep linkage with the functioning of the 
Raj, its constitutional, moderate, extremist and non-violent postures 
have been systematically dealt with while taking inté consideration 
its long and arduous journey for full century on the political stage of 
India. Notwithstanding its internal soluble and insoluble squables, it 
remained, on the whole, a well-knit organization which afforded a lead 
to our nation unprecedented in the history of our country. Its broad- 
based manifestc enshrined with a socialistic pattern of society, its 
secular posture with emphasis on the development of weaker 
sections: its non-aligned foreign policy andits well-knit economic 
programme have enabled it to maintain its identity with strength and 
vigour in the service of the nation. Itis allso, because its organiza- 
tion and policies had been rightly quided by prominent leaders \ike 
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi. 


During the centenary year, the leadership of this organisation and our 
country has been entrusted to our young dynamic Prime Minister, 
Rajiv Gandhi, who has once again put forth a new ideology for the 
all-round development of the masses of India with a confirm con- 
viction to take the nation to the new horizons of 21st century, 
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eer Ith a 
The publication of 4 volumes alongw 
supplement volume containing the ade 
and the bibliography on ‘India's Strugg 4 
for Freedom: Role of Associated Move 
ments’ in the centenary year by Hed 
Centenary Celebrations Committee of the 
Indian National Congress with Prime 
Minister as Chairman and Smt. Sheila 
Kaul, former Minlster of Education as the 
Convener, is intended to bridge awide gulf 
in the historical account of our freedom 
movement. As the Prime Minister des- 
cribes in the Foreword, the freedom 
movement had a wide base, covering the 
contribution of the Indian National Cong- 
ress as well as of the other political organi- 
sations and associated movements, some 
preceding the Congress and others runn- 
ing parallel to it. This wide complexioned 
panorama of other political bodies and 
organisations, collectively described as the 
Associated Movements by the historian 
writers, include the Santhal and Chuar 
Movements preceding the Congress and 
the contemporary Movements of Home 
Rule, Swarajya Party, Congress Socialist 
Party, Forward Bloc, All India States 
People's Conference, Khudai Khidmatgars, 
Revolutionary Party, Ahrars, Indian Trade 
Union, The Akali andthe Babbar Akali 
Movements, Indian National Army, Com- 
munist Party, The Kukas or the 
Namdhari Movement, Rampa Rebellion, 
The Revolutionary Movements All tndia 
Kisan Sabha, Jammu and Kashmir Natio- 
nal Conference and others, All these 
movements interacted and Invigora- 
ted the freedom movement collectively 
and severally and left indelible’ stamp on.“ 
the history of the country and on the 
hearts and minds of the masses of our 
country. The eminent historians who 
have contributed the chapters on 
these movements in the series of 4 
volumes consider that these movements 
depict many splendoured spectrum of 
Indias's epic struggle for freedom. They 
have also projected in the accounts of 
these movements their leaders and 
patriots of great fame known for their 
heroic deed, stoic sacrifices, dedication 
and commitment as also for their ideology 
and precepts, perspectives and visions, 
who have accumulative and individual 
the enriched history of the freedom move- 
ment of the indian people. The historians 
sightly feel that their annals and historic, 
cultural and political material must be 
prescribed for dissemination among the 
youths and the coming generations for 
stimulation and reflection. 
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works to his credit, besicas the 4 volumes 
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